XV.
CAZOTTE'S PKOPHECY.

ALAS ! the season for pastorals is nearly at an
end. The second part of * Madame Elisabeth's
life is to present a striking contrast with the first.
A sort of religious idyl, of holy eclogue, will conclude
this most pathetic drama. The sister of Louis XVI.
had a presentiment that too much confidence could
not be placed in the virtuous language of the time.
She wrote to Madame Marie de Causans, March 24,
1786, this sentence, which was only too accurate:
" Although our age is very proud of its tenderness,
this is much more a matter of words than of feelings."
They imagined themselves living in the Golden Age;
it was soon to be the Age of Iron. Suddenly the
prospect became dark ; the tide rose, the sky clouded,
and the air became full of evil omens. The Baroness
d'Oberkirch said, in speaking of the year 1788:
" There were current at that time in France and in
foreign parts many prophecies of different persons.
These prophecies found a wide belief; those, espe-
cially, of M. Cazotte. A great many people had
heard him utter them. But they announced suclw
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